
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

                     
 

The Beauty of Our Differences 
   Practicing our IB Learner Attribute Traits 

When children learn to be Open-Minded, life becomes an adventure 

and the world becomes a better place.  Practicing open-minded thinking 

helps students grow and learn soo much more about the world around 

them! 

At Portage Path, we understand the importance of practicing our IB 

Learner Attribute Trait of being Open-Minded. We encourage everyone 

to consider the viewpoints of others, talk things out and gain an 

appreciation of different perspectives.  

Rather than get angry at someone for thinking differently than you, ask 

questions, embrace empathy, and don’t jump to conclusions. Above all, 

don’t let anger fuel your actions. An open heart and mind is key to 

success in every situation.  

This holiday season provides a natural opportunity to explore new ideas 

and new cultures. *An open mind – the eagerness to expose oneself to 

new experiences, beliefs, values, perspectives, etc. that differ from 

one’s own—enables children to explore how diverse people across the 

globe think and act.  

 

Let’s celebrate the holidays with a focus on Open-Mindedness because 

at Portage Path we value the beauty of our differences! 

 

*https://www.minimalismmadesimple.com/home/open-minded/ 

Benefits of Being Open-Minded 
 

• You’ll have more friends. 

• You will open your eyes to more possibilities. 

• You will be genuinely happy. 

• You can experience new things. 

• You can resolve conflict easier. 

• You will be less likely to jump to conclusions. 

• You can embrace compassion. 

• It will be easier to accept change. 
 

Bonus: You can find new and interesting hobbies. The more 

you learn about the world and others, the more exciting 

hobbies and experiences you will find. You can experience 

art, music literature and more from cultures other than your 

own, and you will enjoy life so much more! 

 

 https://www.minimalismmadesimple.com/home/open-minded/ 

What can families do at home to encourage and develop students who are Open-Minded? 
 

• Encourage your kids to try a new food. 

• Encourage your kids to try a new activity. 

• Talk about your family traditions and invite them to start new ones. 

• Talk to them about other holidays or about how different families celebrate the same holiday. 
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